Ubranr 


I 


URBAN  DISTRICT  0  F  TORPOINT 


THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  T  H  i:  ■  t  E  A  R 

1 963 


oOo 


ICi  OHE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MTgTvTR-m.S  OF  PIE  I3RBAN  DISTRICT  COUI'ICIL  OF  TOBPOIMT 


FiT.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


estimated  population  of  No,  7.  Health  Area  showed  a  small  increase 

rpnr^n-  June,  1963,  Apart  from  an  increase  of  ^£0  in  the 

Torpoint  Urban  District  the  changes  in  the  other  County  Districts  were  innigcif icant , 

The  national  trend  of  a  rising  birth  rate  was  evident  in  the  Health  Anea 

of®  "'“f  f  f ^>°°°  the  highef  rat  so 

lar  reached  since  I  commenced  to  keep  records  in  I930.  Tho  excess  of  IfJ/p 

over  deaths  was  37,  and  amongst  the  743  live  births  there  were  40  illegitimate  births 
which  represents  a  percentage  of  5.2^  of  all  live  births.  tSs isffS^ 

^“^SerLTseT  ^Thf  the  figure  of  6.9?5  for  England 

do  faff t  thfff  rate  of  14.6  per  1,000  total  births  is  the  lowest 

^re^ded  in  the  Health  Area  and  is  belov/  the  national  rate  of  17.  3.  The 

^J^^ity  rate  at  I3,  5.  per  1,000  live  births  is  also  the  lowest  so  far 
recorded  and  compares  favourably  with  the  national  figure  of  20  9  Of  the  10 

^e^of  Sef  ^  to^^ve  th;  LiLal 


During  I963,  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was  706  a  verv  slicrht 
decrease  of  the  1962  total  of  710.  The  corrected  death  fte  of  lltfp^ffL 

cfS’fffdelf  the  national  rate  of  12.  2.  The  principal 

causes  of  death  remained  in  the  same  order  of.  frequency  as  in  previous  vears 

Heart  dise^e  was  again  the  most  prevalent  cause  of  death,  followed  by  cancer 

disease  in  that  order.  That  much  publicised  cause  of 

t^ ThpT^n  J  disease  -  was  responsible  for  123  deaths  rather  more 

caused  in  1962.  Of  the  defined  forms  of  cancer  that 
1^5  stomach  caused  21  deaths,  and  v^s  closely  followed  by  cancer  of  the 

ung  and  bronchus  which  caused  20  deaths.  In  these  20  deaths  the  usual  disparity 

continued  -  the  mortality  rate  amongst  males  being  almost 
females  from  this  particular  cancer.  Breast  cancer  caused  15 
deaths  -  a  small  reduction  on  the  I962  figure  of  18  -  but  still  quite  high.  If 
one  pausea  to  consider  that  this  form  of  cancdr  is  for  all  practical  purposes 
in  p  e-Pproximate]y  half  the  total  population  i,e,  the  female  ,  the  incidence 

^  exceed  that  of  more  notorious 

6f  the  sSJth  Western  Eegl2^a8g^^lug|^^vdndgige.j^^Iga|e^^h|_^ojjt^eg|nt^r|^ 

in  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  men,  and  breast  cancer  in  women.  It  is  however 
worth  remembering  also  that  many  breast  cancers  can  be,  and  are  brought  under 
effecstive  treatment  at  an  early  stage  with  very  much  improved  prospects  of  cure 
than  is  the  case  with  lung  cancer.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  v/hereas  the 
5  year  survival  rate  in  breast  cancer  is  currently  about  42^  that  in  lung  cancer  is 
no  more  then  This  means  that  lung  cancer  is  a  very  mucli  noro^  virul’erit  type  of 

cancer,  a  fact  which  shoxxld  underline,  and  add  Y/eight  to  the  Y/amings  vdiich  have 
been  given  in  recent  years  about  the  strong  link  betvYeen  excessive  consumption  of 
cigarwttes  and  deaths  from  this  form  of  cancer. 


iKiring  1963  the  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  notified  Y/as 
685»  Although  greater  than  the  total  of  459  for  the  previous  year,  the  incidence 
of  this  form  of  disease  can  still  be  regarded  as  moderate.  Measles  which  vras 
prevalent  in  the  St,  Gertaans  and  Diskeard  Rural  Districts,  and  in  Salt  ash  Bisrough 
was  responsible  for  the  great  bulk  of  the  notifications  received.  There  yyos  a 
small  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  in  the  Torpoint  Urban  District  tov/ards  the  end 
of  the  year.  This  is  a  mild  form  of  dysentery  characterised  by  abdominal  pain 
and  diarrhoea.  Because  the  disease  is  mild  it  is  likely  that  many  cases  do  not 
seek  medical  advice  and  treatment,  and  are  not  aware  that  they  may  be  sources  of 
mfedtion  to  others  in  the  home,  at  school,  or  at  their  place  of  work.  Attention 
to  personal  hygiene  YTith  special  emphasis  on  v/ashing  of  hands  after  visiting  the 
toilet  Y'/ould  do  much  to  limit  the  spread  of  this  disease. 
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Qf  the  more  serioiis  infectious  diseases  there  -was  one  case  of  meriingitis 
and  two  cases  of  encephalitis  the  latter  occurring  as  complications  of 
influenza,  and  of  German  measles  There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiahle  disease  ’ 
during  1963* 


I  am  glad  to  he  able  to  report  a  fall  in  the  prevalaiace  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  when  11  cases  in  all  were  notified.  This  is  a  considerable 
reduction  on  the  I962  total  of  28  cases,  and  it  is.  in  fact  the  lo\7est  incidence 
recorded  in  the  Health  Area  in  the  sixteen  years  I  have  been  working  in  tlms 
part  of  Comvall,  Of  the  11  new  cases,  5  were  non-re ^iratory  infections,  a 
rather  higher  proportion  than  one  expects  for  this  form  of  the  disease,  which 
also  unusually  affected  more  females  than  males  in  the  ratio  of  7  to  A.  The 
trend  in  recent  years  for  new  tuberculous  infections  to  be  fOTond  in  that  section 
of  the  JxDpulation  aged  45  years  and  upwards  was  not  so  noticeable  in  I963, 
although  3  of  the  11  new  infections  were  found  in  the  45**^4  year  age  group. 

Whilst  is  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  this  fall  in  now  infections  I  am 
sure  that  we  cannot  juiap  to  any  hasty  conclusion  that  tuberctilosis  as  a  disease 
is  scniething  which  we  can  cease  to  worry  about.  Looking  book  over  the  incidence 
in  the  past  sixteen  years  one  is  reminded  of  the  fact  that  a  year  of  low 
morbidity  such  as  we  experienced  in  I963,  can,  for  no  apparent  reason,  be  followed 
by  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  tuberculous  infection  coming  to  light,  I  do  feel 
that  the  incidence  v/ill  in  future  years  fall  away  to  lovrer  levels,  but  this 
decline  will  not  be  rapid  or  spectacular,  and  nay  well  be  interrupted  from  tine 
to  time  by  tempirrary  upward  trends  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease.  During  the 
year  one  death  only  was  attributed  to  tuberculosis.  The  ease  involved  was  a  77 
year  old  man  in  v/hom  I  feel  certain  heart  disease  played  a  very  large 
contributory  part. 


Ai  increasing  amount  of  the  tine  and  resources  of  welfare  services  and 
social  agencies  is  nov'/adays  directed  to  the  core  of  elderly  people.  It  is 
knovwi  that  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  conmyrdty  is  composed  of  people  aged 
65  years  and  over,  but  it  is  only  v/hen  a  census  is  taken  that  the  opportunity 
to  precisely  meas-ure  this  figure  presents  itself.  The  detailed  findings  of  the 
census  taken  towards  the  end  of  April  I96I  are  now  to  hand,  and  can  be  compared 
with  corresponding  figures  for  the  1951  census.  As  far  as  persons  aged  65  years 
and  over  are  concerned  the  number  in  the  six  County  Districts  in  the  Health  Area 
increased  from  7,339  in  1951  to  7,982  in  I96I,  If  these  totals  are  viewed  in 
their  relation  to  the  total  population  it  emerges  that  whereas  in  1951  elderly 
people  Xbaxied  13*9?^  of  the  population,  this  proportion  had  risen  to  1.6,kfo  1961, 

This  finding  gives  emphasis  to  the  needtb  ncice  special  provision  in  various 
directions  for  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  older  section  of  the  community  - 
whether  by  way  of  specially  designed  dwellings  where  they  can  continue  to  live 
happy  independent  lives,  or  by  provision  of  more  places  in  homes  for  those  no 
longer  able  to  care  adequately  for  themselves,  by  organisation  of  ancillary 
services  such  as  meals  on  wheels,  chiropoc3y,  home  visiting,  and  the  formation  of 
local  committees  and  organisations  to  meet  and  serve  the  special  needs  of  old 
people.  All  these  special  provisions  have  been  and  are  being  made  in  this  Health 
Area  and  plans  to  increase  and  broaden  their  scope  in  the  futirre  are  in  hand  at 
both  District  and  County  Council  level.  There  are  still  some  old  people,  who, 
living  under  xinsatisfactory  conditions,  resist  or  re ject efforts  to  iLiprove 
but  these  are  in  the  minority,  and  most  are  willing,  even  anxious  to  avail  ' 
themselves  of  help. 


With  very  few  exceptions,  the  population  in  south  east  Cornwall  is  novr 
very  well  seized  by  piped  water  supplies  of  good  quality  and  generally  adequate 
in  quantity.  Improvement  in  the  distribution  system  have  provided  more 
dependable  supplies  in  districts  which  heretofore  suffered  from  curtailment  of 
supplies  viien  the  summer  influx  of  visitors  overtaxed  local  distribution  systems. 
The  stage  has  now  been  reached  when,  with  a  steadily  increa.sing  demand  for  water, 
the  existing  supply  sources  are  being  used  to  the  limit,  and  further  improvements 
and  extension  of  supplies  vm.ll  depend  on  the  exploration  of  nev/  sources. 


Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  providing  modem  methods  of  sev/erage 
ond  sev/age  disposal,  particularly  to  some  of  the  larger  villages  and  hamlets  in 
the  St,  Germans  and  Liskeard  Rural  Districts,  The  slow  progress  towards  the  final 
approval  of  a  sclieme  for  the  Borough  of  Liskeard  continued  but  I  feel  confident 
that  we  are  at  last  within  sight  of  actual  work  commencing  on  this  large  and 
important  project. 
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The  Urban  District  Council  ajj  Looe  is  again  examining  various  nethoda 
of  dealing  effectively  with  the  pollution  of  the  river  and  the  foreshore  by 
crude  sewage,  and  I  hope  that,  being  av/are  of  the  serious  and  thoroughly 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  the  Council  will  decide 
to  take  appropriate  neasures  to  abate  this  long-standing  nuisance  in  the  not 
too  distant  future. 

With  hi^er  standards  of  living  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
volune  of  household  and  trade  refuse  v/hich  has  to  be  collected  and  disposed 
of  by  District  Councils,  It  is  in  the  latter  aspect  of  this  service  -  refuse 
disposal  -  that  probleas  are  looning  ahead.  As  existing  tips  becone  filled 
it  is  becoaing  increasingly  difficult,  even  in  lightly  populated  parts  of  the 
Rural  Districts,  to  find  new  sites  suitable  for  refuse  disposal.  If  cca  adds 
to  this  a  nore  critical  attitude  on  the  port  of  the  public  to  the  use  and 
contrcd  of  refuse  tips,  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  aeciirinfe  and  transporting 
suitable  covering  naterial  for  use  on  the  tip,  and  difficulties  in  obtaining 
sufficient  and  suitable  nen  to  work  at  this  not  very  pleasant  task, then 
sonething  of  the  nature  of  the  problen.  nay  be  apprehended.  My  own  feeling  is 
that  at  present  we  are  not  speiding  enough  on  this  essential  service  to  nake 
it  as-  efficient  and  free  of  nuisance  as  sonetines  happens  v/hen  local  resomces 
fail  to  neasxnre  up  to  the  task  in  htind.  Indeed  there  nay  be  sone  case  for 
collaboration  betvreen  neighbouring  County  Districtsparticularly  in  the  utilisation 
and  operation  of  refuse  tipping  sites.  Certainly,  if  and  v/hen  nore  elaborate 
and  costly  nethods  for  disposal  of  refuse  have  to  be  used  e,g,  the  ccsnposting 
systen,  the  capital  cost  and  operational  costs  of  such  nethods  are  Ixkely  to 
be  too  high  for  a  single  District  Council  to  bear. 

With  the  gradual  growth  of  proper  nethods  of  sewage  disposal  the  disposal 
of  sludge  fron  sewage  treatnent  works  is  showing  up  as  sonething  of  a  problen 
and  is  one  which  is  bound  to  increase  as  new  schencsare  conpleted,  and  the 
anount  of  sludge  to  be  disposed  of  increases.  This  naterial  although  of 
considerable  value  as  a  type  of  organic  fertiliser  to  landovwiers,  is  not 
pleasant  to  handle  and  does  carry  with  it  sa:ie  risk  of  introducing  disease  into 
land.  In  consequence  fomers  and  others  who  night  nake  use  of  it  are  not  very 
keen  to  collect  and  use  it.  This  is  an  additional  reason  for  considering  the 
conposting  systen  v/hich,  by  using  certadn  elenents  of  household  refuse  together 
with  sewage  sludge,  can  produce  a  conpost  v/hich  is  of  value  to  and  is  readily 
accepted  by  those  in  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

In  concluding  this  general  preface  I  should  like  to  express  to  Menbers 
and  Officers  of  all  the  District  Councils  in  No,  7.  Health  Area  ny  gratitude 
for  the  help  and  understanding  I  have  received  fron  then  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.J,  PCX 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Health.  Housing  <&  Works  Committee, 

Councillor  E.J.  Cocks  .  Chairman. 

Councillor  E.J.  Dodd  .  Vice-Chairman. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority . 

P.J.  Fox,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.T .0. jD.P.H. 


. .  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Area  Office, 

Test  Street, 

Liskeard, 

Cormvall.  Telephone  -  Liskeard  3373. 

W.  Hogarth,  F.F.S.,  M.R.S.H . Senior  Public  Health 

Inspector, 

G-.N.  Stephens,  M.A.P.H.I.  .  ,,  ..  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

York  Road, 

Toi’point , 

Cornwall.  Telephone  iTorpoint  410. 
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TOEPOIWT  bT.BAN  DISTRICT 


Area  of  Urban  District  975  acres 

Population  (Registrar  Generals  Estimate)  6,370 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1 ,3^2 

Rateable  Value  .€143,722 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £300 


Vital  Statistics  for  1 9^3 


Live  births 


Birth  rate  per  1  ,000 
of  population 

Still  >irths 

Deaths 


Male 

53 

Torpoint 

Female  Total 

33  86 

Health  Area  No, 7 

England  &  Wales 

21  .1 

18.5 

18.2 

None 

registered 

Male 

Female  Total 

23 

28  51 

Torpoint  U. 

D.  Health  Area  No. 7 

England  &  Wales 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000 

per  population  11.0  12.3  12,2 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year  of  age  None  registered 

Maternal  deaths  None  registered 

Principal  Cuases  of  Death  at  411  Ages 


Heart  disease  14 
Cancer  (all  sites)  10 
Stroke  10 
Respiratory  disease  10 


Infectious  Disease  The  incidence  of  this  group  of  diseases  v/as  comparatively 
light,  and  would  have  been  very  low  indeed  if  a  small  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery 
had  not  occurred  in  December  19^3.  Tlio  majority  of  the  cases  notified  ’.vere 
children,  but  it  is  likely  that  some  unrecognised  and  un-notified  cases  occurred 
amongst  adults  in  whom  attacks  of  the  disease  may  bo  mild,  and  the  patient  would 
not  have  sought  medical  advice  and  treatment.  Such  um-ecognised  cases  can  by 
unwittingly  spreading  infection  keep  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  going  in  spite 
of  control  measures  imposed  on  known  cases.  In  this  instance  however  the  outbreak 
Was  relatively  short-lived,  end  no  further  cases  v/ere  notified  after  the  end  of 
December,  19^3. 


The  following  are  details  of  cases  and  case  rates  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  1963:- 


Disease 


Cases 


Rate  per  1  .000  of  population 
Ton:)oint  U. D.  Health  Area  No. 7. 


Sonne  dysentry  25 

Measles  4 


3.92  0.58 

0.63  11.58 
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Tcberciolosis 


For  the  first  time  since  I  began  to  keep  records  in  no  nev/  case  of 

tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1963  in  the  Urban  District.  This  is  a  haunv 
state  of  affaxrs  to  report,  but  just  as  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  so 
also  one  year  free  of  this  wretched  disease  does  not  mean  that  it  has  disappeared 
from  the  community.  Nevertheless  it  is  an  encouraging  signpost  along  the  road  to 
the  ultimate  eradication  of  tuberculosis.  No  deaths  attributable  to  tuberc^ilosis 
were  registered  during  l9o3. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  25  known  cases  of  respirator  tuberculosis 
and  5  known  cases  of  non-respiz'atory  tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Urban  District/ 

National  Assistance  Act,  194-8.  No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was 
required  during  1  963. 

^^PPl.y  ^  very  occasional  complaint  of  sediraent  and  discolouration  of 
the  supply  due  to  old  distribution  mains  is  received  but  generally  the  water 
supplied  in  the  Uroan  District  v/as  adequate  in  quantity,  and  wholesome. 

Sewerage  and  Sevja>se  Disposal  The  discharge  of  crude  sewage  into  the  tidal 
estuaiy  of  the  Hamoaze  continues, 

J]ood  In  spite  of  staffing  difficulties  it  y^as  possible  to  exercise  a  reasonable 
amount  of  control  over  premises  in  which  food  is  handled.  The  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  food  sold  in  pre-packed  and  frozen  forms  does  si^nigicantly  reduce 
the  risk  of  contamination  and  spoilage  of  food. 

Factories  Act.  1 961  No  difficulties  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  were 
encountered  during  1963. 

Refuse  Disposal  In  the  relatively  small  area  of  the  Urban  District  -  975  acres 
only  -  the  problem  of  finding  suitable  sites  for  the  tipping  of  household  refuse 
er  more  pressing,  than  ic  is  in  most  urban  area,s,  Y{h.en  one  considers  that 
•  as  the  increase  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  (from  1054 

in  1950  to  1 ,362  in  1963)  and  the  greater  volume  of  refuse  from  individual  house- 
o  s,  add  to  the  difficulties  of  providing,  a  satisfactory  solution  tp  this  problem, 
it  appears  that  more  time,  thought,  and  almost  certainly  money  will  have  to  be  given 
^  an  effective  system  of  removing  and  disposing-  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is 
to  be  operated. ^  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suggest  t/at  this  problem  is  now  presenting 

xw-  o  ^n  Torpoint  in  a  more  urgent  and  acute  from  than  in  other  parts  of  south-east 
Cornwall, 


_^eport  of  Public  jfealth  Insj^e^to  This  report  by  l,Ir.  TVilson  Hogarth  follows. 

Once  again  because  of  heavy  pressure  of  work,  coupled  with  staffing  difficulties, 
there  has  been  some  delay  in  the  completion  of  Mr.  Eo,;ai-th's  report,  and  this  has 
in  turn  delayed  the  ^  submission  of  11^7  ;janual  Report.  TThilst  I  feel  bound  to  express 
my  apo  ogies  ^or  this  delay  I  hope  the  Members  of  the  Council  will  appreciate  the 
reasons  ehind  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  I  should  like  to  put  on 

thanks  to  Mr,  Hogarth  and  his  staff  for  tho  help  they  have  given  me  during 

I  963 . 
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Public  HooJLth  Inspector's  Report  for  19^3 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  area  comes  under  the  direct  management  of 
the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board,  The  quality  of  the  water  continues  to  be  satisfactory, 
although  from  time  to  time  complaints  are  still  received  about  unusual  tastes  or 
smells,  and  even  sediment,  in  the  water.  These  complaints  in  general  seem  to  occur 
in  particular  areas  in  the  tovm,  and  v/hilst  adjoining  streets  may  be  fed  with  the 
same  supply,  complaints  are  lilcely  to  come  from  enc  street  only,  ^ese  local 
disturbances,  although  perhaps  causing  concern  to  the  consumers,  do  not  effect  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  and  there  is  no  danger  from  the  Public  Health 
point  of  view. 

During  the  year  under  reviev/  1  9  samples  from  the  treated  water  supplies  in 
the  town  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Plymouth  for 
bacteriological  examination.  In  all  cases  the  reports  were  entirely  satisfactory 
and  considered  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage  and  S'ewerage , 

Bie  situation  with  rst^ard  to  this  publjc  service  remains  the  same  as  last 
year  and  no  further  coraraent  is  necessary. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal , 

Ihis  service  is  beginning  to  break  down  for  the  reason  that  the  town  is 
extending-'quite  rapidly  and  we'  are  unable  to  recruit  men  for  this  work.  The 
veheile  is  becomming  worn  out  and  is  not  dependable,  and  the  Council  has  been 
unable  to  make  any  change  in  this  system  of  refuse  collection  v/hich  it  was  strongly 
recommended  to  do.  The  situation  is  indeed  critical  and  the  Council  v/ill  have  to 
take  action  in  the  ver^’-  near  future. 

The  sa,me  serious  situation  exists  with  regard  to  refuse  disposal,  and  in  this 
case  the  situation  has  continued  to  deteriorate ,  particularly  since  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  failed  to  uphold  the  Coxincil  in  its  proposal  to 
build  a  refuse  incinerator.  The  tipping  of  refuse  in  Borough  Quarry  and  at  Effords 
Bridge  is  continuing  and  the  space  avatilable  is  nearly  filled  up.  The  Council's 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  on  various  occasions ,  and  it  will  have  to  be  dealt 
v/ith  again  very  soon. 

Housing. 

The  building  of  Council  houses  has  come  to  a  standstill,  the  rebuilding  of 
Mt.  Edgeumbe  Estate  having  been  completed  and  all  the  houses  occupied.  The  Council 
has  in  mind  the  possibility  of  filling  up  several  empty  building  Iocs  in  the  tovm, 
but  the  omouiit  of  land  which  can  be  provided  with  public  services,  particularly  v/ith 
sewers,  is  now  becoming  limited,  unless  a  major  development  is  entered  into  and  the 
whole  of  the  Trevol  Brook  valley  is  sewered, 

£3um  Clearance. 


The  possibility  of  creating  a  Clearance  Area  in  the  central  part  of  the  town 
is  under  active  consideration,  and  at  the  moment  it  is  proi^osed  that  the  area  lying 
between  Harvey  Street  and  Ror.'e  Street  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  Eliot  Square, 
shall  be  formally  scheduled  for  this  purpose,  and  all  the  buildings  within  this 
triangle  domolished  alter  rehousing  the  occupants,  either  in  Council  hov -es  elsewhere 
or  rehousing  in  newly  buildt  blocks  on  the  site. 

Factories . 


Regular  inspections  continue  to  bo  made,  but  we  find  vor^''  little  to  complain 
of  or  to  improve  'within  the  limited  scope  which  the  Act  gives  us,  most  of  the 
responsibility  lying  as  it  does  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Factory  Inspector. 
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Shops  and  Food  Preuases. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District 

1  Baker  &  confectioner  registered  for  sale  of  .;ice-cream,  Cornish  cream  and  for 
manufacture  of  cooked  meats, 

1  Butcher^ 

3  Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  and  cooking  meat, 

2  Cafes  and  snack-bars  selling  ice-cream 
1  Confectionery. 

1  Confectionery  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream. 

3  Daries  and  purveyors  of  milk, 

1  Fish  and  chip  shop  selling  ice-cream  and  manufacturing  fish-cakes. 

1  Fish  and  chip  shop. 

5  General  shops  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream. 

1  General  and  confectionery  shop  sellin,  ice-cream. 

1  General  shop  selling  ice-cream  and  bot  led  milk. 

1  Greengrocery. 

1  Greengrocery  and  fishmongery, 

1  Greengrocery  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  and  Cornish  cream. 

3  Grocers  shops, 

1  Grocery  selling  ice-cream  and  bottled  milk, 

1  Grocery  registered  as  a  dairy  and  selling  ice-cream, 

1  Grocery  and  Greengrocery, 

1  Grocer*’/  and  wine  merchant, 

1  Sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream. 

2  Sweet  shops  and  newsagent  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream. 

1  Sweet  shop,  tobacconist  and  hedrdresser. 


3  Private  clubs  selling  food, 
6  Licensed  premises 


Registered  under  section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  ^re  the  following 
premises 


Sale  of  ice-cream  17 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  cooked  meats.  1 

*'  "  ”  "  cooked  meats  and  sausages.  3 

Three  premises  registered  as  dairies  have  occupiers  licensed  for  the  purveying 
of  specially  designated  milk.  Three  shops  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  bottled 
milk.  All  milk  sold  in  the  Urban  District  is  pasteurised.  There  are  three  food 
shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  Cornish  cream. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  3^ear,  and  thg.  general  standard 
remains  good. 


Food  Sampling. 

The  following  san^les  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory'-  reports  upon  all  of  these  were  satisfactory. 
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Ice-cream, 

It 

Milk. 

ft 

IT 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pies 

Sample 

It 

Iced  Lolly, 

tf 

It 

Clotted  Cream. 

tf 

II 

Fried  Fish 

t1 

II 

Cockles. 

11 

It 

Peeled  Prawns. 

ft 

It 

Frozen  Sausages. 

It 

It 

Steakettes, 

II 

Pish  Sticks. 

II 

Frozen  Fish, 
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There  is  an  ever  growing  tendancy  towards  pre-packed  and  frozen  foods, 
all  of  which  afford  the  public  less  risk  from  coataraination.  It  would  also  seem 
the  general  public  are  bccomin^-,;  more  hygiene  conscious  v;hich  is  an  encouraging 
trend.  The  present  day  methods  both  in  the  packin^  rnd  storage  of  frozen  foods 
is  of  a  vory  high  standard. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Re(_,ulations  have  done  much  to  assist  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  raising  the  conditions  of  food  premises.  It  seems,  however,  that 
there  is  room  for  improvement  with  regard  to  market  stalls  and  open  displays  of 
fruit  and  vegetables, 

Ihe  following  foods  were  surrendered  voluntarily  for  destruction 

28  lbs.  Mock  Halibut. 

14  lbs.  Bream. 

36  lbs.  Tinned  Ham. 

12  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

6  lbs.  Tinned  Tongue, 

Rodent  Control. 


No  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  during  the  year,  but  the 
usual  inspections  wore  carried  out  and  a  close  check  kept  on  the  sewers.  The 
refuse  tips  with  the  inevitable  minor  infestations  were  treated  at  regular  intervals. 

Vermin . 

Once  again  as  in  previous  years  no  complaints  of  verminous  premises  were 
received,  - 


Public  Health  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


I ,  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year , 

1 ,  (a)  Tota.1  number  of  dv;elling  houses  inspected  for 

defects  under  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts.  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  6l 

2,  (q)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in  sub-head  1 

above)  which  vrere  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1  925  &  1932,  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,  0 

3,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  1 

for  human  habitation. 


4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  2 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers.  3 
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Ill .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  durinif:;  the  Yer.r . 

(d)  Proceedint;s  under  Section  9,10  and  16  of  the 

Housintj  Act,  193^,  and  Sections  9,10  &  12  of  the 
Housint_,  Act,  1957s- 

1  .  Number  of  dwellinyhouses  in  respeat  of  •.:hich 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  ^ 

2.  Number  of  dwellin^houses  in  i;^ich  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  0 

(b)  by  Local  iiuthority  in  defaxilt  of  owners.  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1  .  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  \;iiich 

notices  v\rere  served  requiring  defects  to  bo  remedied.  2 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  by  owners.  2 

(b)  by  Local  authority  in  default  of  owners,  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1936,  and  Section  1 0  of  the  Local  G-overnraent 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  c^d  Sections 
16  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

1  ,  Number  of  dx'rellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made.  ® 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders,  0 

3.  Number  of  undex'trJcings  not  to  use  unfit  houses  1 

accep ted, 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made.  0 

5.  Number  of  dxvellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined.  0 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1  2  of  the  Housing  Act,  193^, 
and  section  I8  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

1 .  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.  0 

2,  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  0 
tenement  rooms  haveing  been  rendered  fit, 

IV .  Housing  Act .  1 95^ .  Part  IV  and  Housing  Act,  1957.  Fart  JV . 

(a)  1  ,  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year.O 

2,  Number  of  fcjnilies  therein.  0 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  0 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  ovorcroxvding  during  the  year. 


0 


(c)  1  ,  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year,  0 

2,  Number  of  person  concerned  in  such  cases,  0 

(a)  Drains  tested,  20 

No,  of  visits  re  drainage,  86 

(b)  Visits  re  infectious  diseases,  0 

Premises  disinfected,  0 

(c)  Inspections  of  Food  Premises,  92 

(d)  Inspections  of  shops  under  Shops  Act,  1A 

(e)  Inspections  of  Factories,  15 

(f)  Preliminary  Inspection  of  houses  for  sum  clearance  plan.  11 
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iiPFENDIX 


disease 


ST.  GERIvIMS 

R.D. 


Heart  disease  74 

Cancer  (all  sites)  34 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system  (strol<B  )  34 

Respiratory  disease  20 

Circulatory  disease  12 

Accidents  6 

Suicide  4 

Digestive  disease  3 

Genito^urinary  disease  1 


CAUSES 

OF  DEAT?!  -AT.T, 

AGES-  1963 

SEEARD 

S.ULTASIl 

TORPOINT  LISKEARD  LOOE 

HEQpni 

R.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

/REA 

HO.  7. 

76 

45 

14 

44 

22 

275 

30 

21 

10 

17 

11 

123 

20 

16 

10 

21 

6 

107 

20 

16 

10 

6 

3 

75 

6 

3 

1 

4 

26 

2 

2 

- 

2 

13 

2 

1 

1 

8 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

6 

4 

1 

- 

— 

6 

APPENDIX  2. 


TYPES  OF  HEART  DISEASE  IM)  CANCEEL  CAUSD^G 


TYPE  OP 
DISEASE 


ST.  GEEIviANS  LISCEAED  S/iTASH  TORPOINT  LISEEARD  IDOE  I-EEALTEI 


R.D. 


R.D. 


M.B. 


U.D. 


M.B.  U.D.  AREA 


Coronary  disease, angina 
Hypertension  with 

39 

29 

21 

9 

13 

12 

U  a  /  » 

123 

heart  disease 

5 

5 

2 

•• 

3 

15 

Other  heart  disease 

30 

42 

22 

5 

28 

10 

137 

Cancer  of  stomach 

3 

6 

3 

2 

6 

1 

21 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  lung 

8 

2 

- 

X 

1 

1 

15 

and  Bronchus 

7 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

20 

Cancer  of  uterus 

M 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Other  cancers 

16 

16 

13 

4. 

7 

7 

63 

APPENDIX  3. 


imTHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS  -  1963 


DISTRICT 

0-4 

Years 

5  -  -14 

Years 

15-44 

Years 

45  —  64 

Years 

65  -  74 

Years 

75  years 
&  Over 

/IL 

.UiES 

ST.  GEEM/RS  R.D. 

4 

1 

5 

40 

52 

109 

211 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

3 

- 

11 

28 

54 

83 

179 

SALT ASH  M.B. 

4 

4 

3 

22 

29 

56 

115 

TORPOIHT  U.D. 

- 

- 

2 

9 

12 

28 

51 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

1 

•• 

- 

14 

25 

62 

102 

K)QE  U.D. 

— 

mm 

2 

9 

13 

24 

43 

HEALTH  .mA  NO.  7. 

12 

2 

23 

122 

185 

362 

706 

12 
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iPFErmix 


TUBERCUIiPSIS 

MEW  C/vSES  im  DE.ATH5  IN-HEALTIi  /iREA  KD.  7.  -  1963 


4SE  GROUP 

MEV/ 

CAiSES 

DEAiTHS 

M 

M  ,  , 

P 

0-4  YEARS 

tm 

»• 

5-14  YEARS 

— 

1 

- 

- 

15  -  24  years 

1 

2 

- 

- 

25-44  YEARS 

2 

« 

45  -  64  YEARS 

1 

4 

- 

- 

65  YEARS  AMD  OVER 

— 

- 

1 

- 

4 

T 

1 

- 

MALES 

miALES 

TOTAL 

M  CASE  R/iTE  PER 

- 

1,000  Qf  POPULi'MION 

0.08 

0.14 

0.22 

^DRT/IRTY  RATE  PER 

1,000  of  POPUL/iTION 

0,02 

0,02 

CASE  RATES  AMD  MORTALITY  RiTES 

PER  1. 

000  OP  POPULATIOM  IN  THE  SIX 

OOUMTY  DISTRICTS 

m  HEALTH  AREA  NO.  7 

.  - 

DISTRICT 

NEW  CiASES 

ALL  mom  casEs 

DEi'THS 

ST.  GERMAiNS  R.D. 

0.07 

.  3.73  . 

0,07 

LiaOEARD  R.D, 

0.15 

4.05 

•w 

SALTASH  M.B. 

0,41 

4.55 

- 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

i- 

4.71 

LISKEARD  M.B, 

0,88 

6.78 

- 

liDOE  U.D, 

0.27 

5.33 

mm 

HEALTH'  AREA  NO. 7. 

0.22 

4.25 

0.02 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.36 

5.17 

0.08 

APEETLIX  5. 

CANCER  OP 

THE 

LUNG  AMD  BRONQIUS 

DEALHS  BY 

j*iG^ 

GROUP 

45  -  54  TKSRS 

55  -  64  YE/iBS 
65  -  74  YE/^ 

75  YE.'i?S  4ND  OVER 


IvI/IxES 

4 

6 

7 


FEL'ii  JjES 


2 

1 


17 


EEiffli  RATE  PER  1,000  OP  POHMTION  - 


MALES 

PEtvIALES 

TOTAL 

HEiiLTH  AREA  NO.  7 

0,338 

0.060 

0.398 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.305 

0,091 

0.396 

ENGLAND  AND  WiLES 

0,441 

0,078 

0.519 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medicc-1  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  19^3  ^'pr  the  Urban  District 
of  Torpoint  in  the  Counly  of  Cornwall . 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  , 

Part  1  of  tho  Act. 


1  .  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Premises, 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  j 
of  1 

Inspections  1 

(3) 

"Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occux)iers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1  , 
2,3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority . 

15 

15 

0 

0 

(iii) Other  premises  in  which  Sectioi 
7  is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers*  premises). 

Tot  al . . . . . . 

... 

1 

1 

15 

15 

0 

1 

0 

- - - - — 

2.  -  Cases  in  v/hich  defects  were  found, 

(if  defects  are  discovci’od  at  the  promises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions,  they  should  be  reckoned  as  tv/o,  throe  or  more  "cases") 


- — ^ 

No,  of  cases  in 

which  defect's  v/cre  found  Number  off 

Particulars 

(1) 

Pound 

JL2l 

Remedied 

(3)  . 

To  K.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  institutec. 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.l] 

- 

Overcrowding  ( s . 2) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tenperature 

(s.3) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(s.4) . 

A-*  „ 

1 

1 

- 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  f  7und 

Number  of 

particulars 

(1) 

Foeind 

I 

I 

i 

Remedied 

(5) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

a.) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

cases  in  ’.vhich 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
Floors  (s  .6) . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient .... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes . . . . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including; 
offences  relating  to 
Out-v;ork)  . 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

Total  . 
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